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QUESTION 1 
 
SHAKESPEARE: THE TEMPEST 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary essay in response to the topic that 
follows. 
 

'We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is 
devoid of the power to love.' 

– Martin Luther King Jr 
 

[Source: <https://www.ipl.org/essay/Essay-On-Martin-Luther-King-Jrs-Ability-F0E54849B475630F>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent forgiveness in Shakespeare's The Tempest influences 
the characters' relationships and the overall resolution of the play.  
 

Your response must refer to at least TWO characters in relation to the topic. 
 

 

Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of Shakespeare's text, The Tempest, and your ability to structure and 
substantiate your stance in order to develop a tightly constructed argument will be 
assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the play is essential. 

• Do NOT provide a word count at the end of your essay. 
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NOVELS 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE BY MARGARET ATWOOD OR THE THEORY OF FLIGHT BY 
SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Answer ONE question on your selected novel. 
 
Answer EITHER 
 
Question 2 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 3 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 4 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
OR 
 
Question 5 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay. 

• Your ability to select detail from the novel to develop a succinct argument, which is 
clearly focused and perceptive, will be assessed. 

• Your essay should be approximately 600 words in length. 

• Close and relevant reference to the text in the question is essential. 

• Do NOT provide a word count at the end of your essay. 
 

EITHER 
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QUESTION 2 
 

THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 

Read the following: 
 

'There is more than one kind of freedom ... Freedom to and freedom from. In the days of anarchy, 
it was freedom to. Now you are being given freedom from. Don't underrate it.' 

– Aunt Lydia 
 

[Source: <https://genius.com/Margaret-atwood-the-handmaids-tale-chapter-5-annotated>] 
 
1. Anarchy: chaos or disorder and confusion 

 
 

Critically discuss to what extent Atwood, in The Handmaids Tale, opens a discussion 
about gender and individual free choice to be a freedom to and a freedom from in the 
context of gender roles and individual autonomy. 
 
Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 3 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following:  
 
'Something The Handmaid's Tale does extremely well is illustrate how mundane the slide into 
dystopia really is, how normal it can look.' 

– Monica Heisey 
 

[Source: <https://www.elle.com/culture/books/news/a44752/authors-on-margaret-atwood-the-handmaids-tale/>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss to what extent Atwood, in The Handmaid's Tale, presents a dystopian 
setting that is both terrifying and plausible for a civilization in the future.  
 

Your response should refer to Offred and any other character in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 4 
 
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following:  
 
'She comes from a line of dreamers and visionaries in a Southern African country, and her story 
takes us through several decades of this country's history from colonisation to liberation, civil war 
and an uneasy, if not chaotic, postcolonial era.' 

– Karabo Kgolong 
 

[Source: <https://www.litnet.co.za/the-theory-of-flight-by-siphiwe-gloria-ndlovu-a-review/>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss whether Ndlovu's The Theory of Flight is a reminder that one's ability to 
dream can be found in people who inspire them in their society. 
 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic. 
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QUESTION 5 
 
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following:  
 
'In the absence of a father, we became each other's fathers, each other's guides through the 
mysteries of our land and lives. We learned to create our own paths, taking pieces from the fathers 
we imagined, and from the women who mothered us, moulding them into a new form of leadership 
and love.' 

– Imraan Coovadia 

 
[Source: <https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/1013929X.2016.1170506?needAccess=true>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss the manner in which Ndlovu, in The Theory of Flight, highlights the role 
of fatherhood and the way it influences the younger generation. 
 
Your response must refer to a minimum of TWO characters and their children. 
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QUESTION 6 
 
FILM 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary essay in response to the topic that 
follows. 
 
'Cinematography sets and supports the overall look and mood of a film's visual narrative. Each visual 
element that appears on screen can serve and enhance the story. Filmmakers often choose to spend 
the majority of their budget on high-quality cinematography to guarantee that the film will look 
incredible on the big screen.' 
 

[Source: <https://www.masterclass.com/articles/film-101-what-is-cinematography-and-what-does-a-
cinematographer-do>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss how the director of your selected film uses cinematic techniques to 
support the overall mood of the film's visual narrative. 
 
Your response should include an analysis of THREE cinematic techniques.  
 

 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of the film you have studied and your ability to structure and 
substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the film is essential. Refer to the use of filmic 
techniques to support your argument. 
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ADDITIONAL SPACE (ALL QUESTIONS) 
 
REMEMBER TO CLEARLY INDICATE AT THE QUESTION THAT YOU HAVE USED THE 
ADDITIONAL SPACE TO ENSURE THAT ALL ANSWERS ARE MARKED. 
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