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QUESTION 1 
 
SHAKESPEARE: THE TEMPEST 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary essay in response to the topic that 

follows.  

 

'The Tempest is deeply concerned with the power to confine and release. The language of 
confinement and liberty function in a plot that unfolds in an enclosed, contained location.' 
 

[Source: L. Thomson 'Confinement and Freedom in the Tempest' 2014] 

 

TOPIC: 
 
Critically discuss how the play, The Tempest, is developed by characters who are deeply 

concerned with the power to confine (imprison) some and release others.  

 

Your argument must refer to at least TWO characters.  
 

 
Please note: 
 
• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of Shakespeare's text, The Tempest, and your ability to structure and 

substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the play is essential. 
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NOVELS 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE OR THE THEORY OF FLIGHT  
 
Answer ONE question on your selected novel. 
 
Answer EITHER 
 
Question 2 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 3 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 4 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
OR 
 
Question 5 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay. 

• Your ability to select detail from the novel, to develop a succinct argument, which is 

clearly focused and perceptive, will be assessed.  

• Your essay should be approximately 600 words in length. 

• Close and relevant reference to the text in the question is essential. 

• Do NOT provide a word count at the end of your essay. 

 
EITHER 
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QUESTION 2 
 

THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following: 
 
'Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have been used to dispossess¹ and to malign², but 
stories can also be used to empower and to humanise. Stories can break the dignity of a people, 
but stories can also repair that broken dignity.' 

– Chimamanda Adichie 
1 Dispossess – to deprive someone or take something away from them 
2 Malign – to criticise someone unfairly 

 
[Source: <https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/danger-single-story>] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent Atwood, in The Handmaid's Tale, presents a story in which 
characters are broken in dignity as well as empowered and humanised.  
 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 3 

 

THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 

 

Read the following: 
 
'But who can remember pain, once it's over? All that remains of the memory of pain is a shadow, 
not in the mind even, in the flesh. Pain marks you, but too deep to see. Out of sight, out of mind.' 

– Margaret Atwood 
 

   [Source: The Handmaid's Tale 2016, Penguin Random House, South Africa] 

 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss to what extent the characters in Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, 
experience the memory of pain which marks them both physically and mentally.  
 
Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic. 
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QUESTION 4 

THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 

 

Read the following: 
 
'Stories matter. Many stories matter. Stories have been used to dispossess¹ and to malign², but 
stories can also be used to empower and to humanise. Stories can break the dignity of a people, 
but stories can also repair that broken dignity.' 

 – Chimamanda Adichie 
1 Dispossess – to deprive someone or take something away from them 
2 Malign – to criticise someone unfairly 

 
[Source: <https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/danger-single-story>] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent Ndlovu, in The Theory of Flight, presents a story in which 
characters are broken in dignity as well as empowered and humanised.  
 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 5  
 

THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 

Read the following: 
 
'You can never go home. You can never make the same journey twice. The past is always another 
country. Clichéd as these aphorisms are, they are all true – tragically so … life has not been as easy 
as they all liked to remember.'  

– S. G. Ndlovu 
 

[Source: The Theory of Flight, 2018, Penguin Random House, South Africa] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent the characters in Ndlovu's The Theory of Flight learn that 

life is not as easy as they would like to remember and that ultimately no one can return 

to the past.  

 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 6 

FILM 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary film essay in response to the topic that 

follows.  

 

'Directing is an art form in and of itself. It involves many tasks, such as working with actors to bring 
out the best performance possible, setting up shots and angles for each scene that will enhance the 
story being told, and even making decisions on how to edit a film in post-production.' 
 

[Source: <https://c-istudios.com/the-art-of-directing-actors-in-film-and-tv-production>] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss how the director of the film you have chosen, uses filmic techniques to 

create a work of art that enhances the story being told. 
 

Your response should include an analysis of approximately 3–4 filmic techniques. 

 

Please note: 
 
• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of the film you have studied and your ability to structure and 

substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the film is essential. Use filmic techniques from the 

film you have chosen to support your argument. 
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ADDITIONAL SPACE (ALL QUESTIONS) 

ADDITIONAL SPACE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. REMEMBER TO CLEARLY 

INDICATE AT THE QUESTION THAT YOU USED THE ADDITIONAL SPACE TO 

ENSURE THAT ALL ANSWERS ARE MARKED. 
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