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QUESTION 1 
 
THE TEMPEST: SHAKESPEARE 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary essay in response to the topic that 
follows.  
 
'Prospero could very well remain a furious tyrant and return to Milan, leaving the captives behind 
on the island without having forgiven them or relieved their suffering.' 

– D. R. Gibbons 
 

[Source: 'Inhuman persuasion in The Tempest.' Studies in Philology, 114(2), 302+, available: 
<https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/A491982088/AONE>] 

 

TOPIC: 
 
Critically discuss whether Prospero remains the furious tyrant without forgiving his 
captives and relieving them of their suffering. 
 
Your argument must refer to at least TWO characters.  

 
Please note: 
 
• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  
• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 
• Your knowledge of Shakespeare’s play, The Tempest, and your ability to structure and 

substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 
• Close and relevant reference to the play is essential. 
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NOVELS 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE BY MARGARET ATWOOD OR THE THEORY OF FLIGHT BY 
SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Answer ONE question on your selected novel. 
 
Answer EITHER 
 
Question 2 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 3 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 4 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
OR 
 
Question 5 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay. 

• Your ability to select detail from the novel to develop a succinct argument, which is 
clearly focused and perceptive, will be assessed.  

• Your essay should be approximately 600 words in length. 

• Close and relevant reference to the text in the question is essential. 

• Do NOT provide a word count at the end of your essay. 
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QUESTION 2 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following: 
 
'Ironically what makes life worth living does not come from the rosy side but from the dark side. It 
comes from everything that makes us suffer. As we struggle against these negative powers, we are 
forced to live more deeply, more fully.' 

– B. Fryer 
 

[Source: <https://hbr.org/2003/06/storytelling-that-moves-people>] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent the characters in Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale 
struggle with negative powers, and through suffering, learn to live more deeply, more 
fully. 
 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 3 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following: 
 
'Offred asserts her right to tell her story. By doing so, she reclaims her own private spaces of 
memory. Offred becomes an important voice of resistance in Gilead.' 

– C. A. Howells 
 

[Source: 'Science Fiction in the Feminine: The Handmaid's Tale. In: Margaret Atwood. Modern Novelists. 
Palgrave, London. <https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-24265-8_7>] 

 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss to what extent Offred becomes the voice of resistance in Gilead by 
using her memories to tell her story. 
 
Your response should refer to Offred and ONE other character in relation to the topic. 
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QUESTION 4 
 
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following: 
 
'Ironically what makes life worth living does not come from the rosy side but from the dark side. It 
comes from everything that makes us suffer. As we struggle against these negative powers, we are 
forced to live more deeply, more fully.' 

– B. Fryer 
 

[Source: <https://hbr.org/2003/06/storytelling-that-moves-people>] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent the characters in Ndlovu's The Theory of Flight struggle 
with negative powers, and through suffering, learn to live more deeply, more fully. 
 

Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic.  
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QUESTION 5 
 
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following: 
 
'And there's this feeling that you get … a knowing … You become aware of your place in the world 
… You understand that in the grander scheme of things you are but a speck … and that is enough … 
There is freedom … in that kind of knowledge.'  

– S. G. Ndlovu 
 

[Source: The Theory of Flight, 2018, Penguin Random House, South Africa] 

 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent the characters in Ndlovu's The Theory of Flight become 
aware of their place in the world thereby gaining personal knowledge and freedom.  
 
Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in relation to the topic. 
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QUESTION 6 
 
FILM 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation below and then write a literary film essay in response to the topic that 
follows.  
 
'Films that embody the concept of authenticity, should resonate truthfully with human emotion 
and experience. When a film becomes predictable, it no longer resonates with our experience of 
reality.' 

– P. F. Lombard 
 

[Source:<quora.com>] 

 

TOPIC 
 
Critically analyse how the director of the film(s) you have chosen uses camera 
techniques to portray a story that is authentic; one that resonates with realistic human 
emotion and experience. 

 
Please note: 
 
• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay. 
• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 
• Your knowledge of the film you have studied and your ability to structure and 

substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 
• Close and relevant reference to the film is essential. Refer to the use of filmic 

techniques to support your argument. 
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ADDITIONAL SPACE (ALL QUESTIONS) 

REMEMBER TO CLEARLY INDICATE AT THE QUESTION THAT YOU USED THE 

ADDITIONAL SPACE TO ENSURE THAT ALL ANSWERS ARE MARKED. 
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