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QUESTION 1 
 
SHAKESPEARE: THE TEMPEST 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation by J. Lee below and then write a literary essay in response to the topic 
that follows.  
 
"Although superficially encouraging us to sympathise with Prospero, Shakespeare questions the 
idea of fairness in The Tempest. The morality behind Prospero's actions is highly subjective, despite 
the happy ending of the play." 
    – J. Lee 
 

[Source: <ThoughtCo, Aug. 27, 2020, thoughtco.com/the-tempest-analysis>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss whether Shakespeare, in The Tempest, questions the idea of fairness 
by criticising the morality of Prospero's actions. 
 
Your response must refer to Prospero and at least ONE other character. 
 

 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of Shakespeare's text, The Tempest, and your ability to structure and 
substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the play is essential. 
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NOVELS 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE OR THE THEORY OF FLIGHT 
 
Answer ONE question on your selected novel. 
 
Answer EITHER 
 
Question 2 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 3 (The Handmaid's Tale) 
 
OR 
 
Question 4 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
OR 
 
Question 5 (The Theory of Flight) 
 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay. 

• Your ability to select detail from the novel, to develop a succinct argument, which is 
clearly focused and perceptive, will be assessed.  

• Your essay should be approximately 600 words in length. 

• Close and relevant reference to the text in the question is essential. 

• Do NOT provide a word count at the end of your essay. 
 

EITHER 
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QUESTION 2 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following: 
 
"Fictional stories reveal connected concepts that simultaneously highlight the effects of oppression, 
violence and trauma, while they portray interpersonal and transcultural connections showing hard-
won empathy, generosity and courage." 

– Cheryl Stobie, 2021 
 

[Source: <https://www.tandfonline.com>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Discuss to what extent Atwood, in The Handmaid's Tale, presents a story that highlights 
the effects of oppression and violence while also showing the importance of empathy 
and courage. 
 
Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in reference to the topic.  
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QUESTION 3 
 
THE HANDMAID'S TALE: MARGARET ATWOOD 
 
Read the following: 
 
"Most dystopias are attempts at planned societies that originally say they are going to make life 
better and then somehow go off the tracks. The longing for perfection has an unpleasant habit of 
producing tyranny; the aim of its leaders is power. " 
    – Rennes, 1998 
 

    [Source: <https://books.openedition.org>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Critically discuss to what extent Atwood, in her novel The Handmaid's Tale, reveals that 
the planned society of Gilead, in longing of perfection has misused power and resulted 
in tyranny. 
 
Your response should refer to at least TWO characters in relation to the topic. 
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QUESTION 4 
 
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following: 
 
"Fictional stories reveal connected concepts that simultaneously highlight the effects of oppression, 
violence and trauma, while they portray interpersonal and transcultural connections showing hard-
won empathy, generosity and courage." 
    – Cheryl Stobie, 2021 
 

[Source: <https://www.tandfonline.com>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Discuss to what extent Ndlovu, in The Theory of Flight, presents a story that highlights 
the effects of oppression and violence while also showing the importance of empathy 
and courage. 
 
Your response should refer to a minimum of TWO characters in reference to the topic.  
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QUESTION 5 
  
THE THEORY OF FLIGHT: SIPHIWE GLORIA NDLOVU 
 
Read the following: 
 
"Ndlovu's deeply moving and complex novel is astonishing for the amount of hope it evokes despite 
the darkness that's so pervasive in Genie's world. This is a transcendent and powerful testament to 
the indomitable¹ human spirit." 

[Source: <https://www.catalystpress.org>] 
1. Indomitable: impossible to defeat 

 
 

TOPIC 
 
Discuss to what extent Ndlovu, in her novel The Theory of Flight, evokes hope that 
reveals the indomitable strength of the human spirit despite the darkness in Genie's 
world.  
 
Your response should refer to Genie and at least TWO other characters.  
 

 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
  



INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH PRIMARY LANGUAGE: PAPER II Page 16 of 22 

 

IEB Copyright © 2022 

     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
  



INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH PRIMARY LANGUAGE: PAPER II Page 17 of 22 

 

IEB Copyright © 2022 PLEASE TURN OVER 

     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     
 
     

  [35] 
 

AND 
  



INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH PRIMARY LANGUAGE: PAPER II Page 18 of 22 

 

IEB Copyright © 2022 

QUESTION 6 FILM 
 
THIS QUESTION IS COMPULSORY 
 
Study the quotation by Sarah Morris below and then write a literary film essay in response 
to the topic that follows.  
 
"Films are an integral part of us; they mirror what we believe and how we coexist as people. It is 
easier to see our concerns, attitudes, flaws and strengths in films and through them we are able to 
interrogate ourselves and embrace change." 
    – Sarah Morris (2020) 
 

    [Source: <https://multilingual.com>] 

 
 

TOPIC 
 

Critically discuss to what extent films reveal society's concerns, flaws, and strengths 
and how they challenge us to embrace change.  
 

Your response must consider how the director has portrayed the central concerns of 
society in the film you have studied. 
 

 
Please note: 
 

• Your response must be in the form of a well-structured literary essay.  

• The length of your response must be approximately 600 words. 

• Your knowledge of the film you have studied and your ability to structure and 
substantiate your stance to develop a tightly constructed argument will be assessed. 

• Close and relevant reference to the film is essential. Use filmic techniques to support 
your argument. 
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ADDITIONAL SPACE (ALL QUESTIONS) 
 
IF YOU HAVE USED THE ADDITIONAL SPACE BELOW, PLEASE INDICATE THE 
QUESTION NUMBER CLEARLY. 
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