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SECTION A:  LITERATURE: The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 
Window and Disappeared – Jonas Jonasson 

 
QUESTION 1 CONTEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
 
Read the following extract carefully before answering Questions 1.1 to 1.6. 
 

When it transpired that the corpse was still alive in the middle of his wrecked car, Benny 
immediately ordered Julius to go and fetch the first aid kit from behind the driver's seat in the 
bus. Benny said that he knew that he was causing them trouble but that with his being an almost-
doctor he also had to think of his almost-doctor's ethics. It was thus unthinkable to leave the 
corpse sitting there to bleed to death. 
 
Ten minutes later, they were on their way. The half corpse had been eased out of the car wreck, 
Benny had examined him, made a diagnosis, and with the help of the first aid kit administered 
relevant medical care; above all, he had made sure that the heavy bleeding from the half-
corpse's thigh was stopped. 
 
Upon which Allan and Julius had to move into the back of the bus and join Sonya, to allow room 
for the half-corpse to lie across the backseat in the driver's cabin, with The Beauty as the nurse 
on duty. Benny had already checked that the victim's pulse and blood pressure were in 
reasonable order. With an appropriate dose of morphine, Benny had also ensured that he could 
sleep despite all his injuries. 

[Extract from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, Chapter 15] 

 
1.1 Name the 'half-corpse' that the four friends find in the wrecked BMW. 
 

  
  (1) 
 
1.2 Briefly describe THREE relevant circumstances that lead to the accident in which the 

'half-corpse' is injured. 
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  (3)  
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1.3 Clearly explain why Benny, after many years of study, is only an 'almost-doctor'. In 
your answer, refer to two conditions in their uncle Frank's (Frasse) will AND to how 
Benny and his brother reacted to these conditions.  

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  (4) 
 
1.4 The group of friends are on their way to Benny's brother, Bosse, but they are not sure 

if they will be welcome. How does Benny manipulate his brother into listening to him?  
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 (2) 

 
1.5 Benny gives his brother, Bosse, a detailed explanation as to why they need his help 

to hide on Bellringer Farm. It comes as no surprise that Bosse is not concerned about 
them breaking the law. Refer to examples from the novel to explain his lack of 
concern. 
 
   
 
   
 
   
 
   
 
   
 
   
 
   

  (4)  
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1.6 What surprise does the identity of the 'half-corpse' bring to the situation? 
 

  
 
  
 
  
 
  

  (1) 
   [15] 
 

 
[Source: <https://www.pinclipart.com/picdir/middle/42-428278_ 

free-clip-art-bus-clipart->] 

  

https://www.pinclipart.com/picdir/middle/42-428278_free-clip-art-bus-clipart-
https://www.pinclipart.com/picdir/middle/42-428278_free-clip-art-bus-clipart-


INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE: PAPER II – MAY Page 5 of 22 

IEB Copyright © 2023 PLEASE TURN OVER 

QUESTION 2 PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 
Study the extract below, before responding to the question that follows. 
 

But what finally formed young Allan's philosophy of life were his mother's words when they 
received the news of his father's death. It took a while before the message seeped into his soul, 
but once there, it was there forever: 
 
Things are what they are, and whatever will be will be. 

[Extract from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, Chapter 4] 

 
Do you think that this philosophy, Things are what they are, and whatever will be, will be, 
has served Allan well during his lifetime OR has it made him a weakling with no real 
principles who repeatedly falls victim to ruthless people? 
 
In a paragraph of about 180 words, share your thoughts on the above question.  
 
Remember: 
 

• The tone of your paragraph should be persuasive. 

• Although your answer must be a personal opinion, you have to clearly justify your point 
of view with references from the novel. 

• Provide an accurate word count at the end of your paragraph. 
 

Content – relevant content, well-reasoned statements and examples from 
the novel.  

10 marks 

Language, style and register are appropriate; clear stance and overall 
convincing voice. 

5 marks 

 
  



INTERNATIONAL SECONDARY CERTIFICATE: ENGLISH ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE: PAPER II – MAY Page 6 of 22 

IEB Copyright © 2023 
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 [15]  
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QUESTION 3 DIALOGUE 
 
Amanda and Herbert Einstein's two sons, Allan and Mao, are both far more intelligent than 
their parents and they are intrigued by Allan Karlsson's life story. One day, during one of 
their many conversations, Allan Einstein asks Allan Karlsson about his friendship with Yury 
Borisovich Popov.  
 
In a dialogue of about 180 words (content only), write down the conversation between Allan 
Karlsson and Allan Einstein in which they talk about the friendship between Allan and 
Yury. You may refer to things that they were passionate about as well as their shared 
time as spies. 
 
Remember: 
 

• Your writing should demonstrate that you understand the relationship between Allan and 
Yury, that you know the facts of the novel and that you can use this information in a new 
and original way. 

• Make sure you use the correct style and format, including meaningful gestures in the 
present tense to make your dialogue come alive. 

• Provide an accurate word count.  
 

Content – a mark out of 7 for relevant and creative content linked to the 
question. 

7 marks 

Dialogue format, occasional, meaningful gesture in present tense and 
conversational style. 

3 marks 
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 [10]  
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QUESTION 4 ESSAY WITH GUIDELINES 
 
Study the extract below before answering the question. 
 

This was not a practical suggestion, and so the interrogations continued. And the more the 
immigration officer got out of Allan, the less fascistic the Swede seemed to be. He wasn't a 
communist either. Or a national socialist. He was nothing at all, it would seem, other than an 
expert on explosives. As for the story of how he came to be on first-name terms with General 
Franco, it was so ridiculous that it had to be true – he could hardly have made it up. 

[Extract from: The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, Chapter 9] 

 
Allan Karlsson is an explosives expert who has no interest in politics. His skills, however, 
bring him in contact with people with extreme political views. Some of these people try to 
convince Allan to join their sides, without success. 
 
Write an essay of about 250 words in which you discuss Allan's view of politics. 
 
Use the following guidelines to assist you: 
 
Paragraph 1: Use the stimulus to introduce the topic. 
Paragraph 2: Discuss how Allan's childhood influences his political outlook. 
Paragraphs 3 and 4: Discuss Allan's involvement with, and reaction to people with strong 

political convictions. 
Paragraph 5: Draw the different aspects of the essay together and provide a 

general conclusion related to the topic. 
 
Please make sure that you 
 

• use the stimulus (topic) and guidelines provided above. 

• use relevant facts and references to the novel to support your viewpoint. 

• use clear, logically linked paragraphs, i.e., the correct essay format. 

• provide a suitable title for your essay. 

• provide an accurate word count between brackets at the end of your essay. 
 

Content – a mark out of 15 for relevant content for each of the paragraph 
topics provided. 

15 marks 

Paragraph structure; suitable title; appropriate register; use of language 
conventions. 

5 marks 
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 [20] 
 

60 marks 
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SECTION B  TRANSACTIONAL WRITING 
 
Both questions 5 and 6 are compulsory. 
 
QUESTION 5 LONGER TRANSACTIONAL PIECE: MAGAZINE ARTICLE 
 

Study the quote below then answer the question. 

 

'The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be compassionate, 

to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived well.' 

― Ralph Waldo Emerson 

[Source: <https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/helping-others>] 

 
Our world seems to be continually changing around us and young people are confronted 
with many challenges. Focusing on other people and not on yourself, is often the only way 
of not merely coping, but of growing and moving forward. 
 
Write an article for a youth magazine in which you share some of your views and tips to 
help your readers cope with their challenges by focusing on helping others. You may 
refer to opportunities for volunteers, a positive attitude, the value of being a good listener, etc. 
 
When you write the article, keep the following in mind 
 

• length 150–200 words. 

• use the correct format. 

• consider who your audience will be, to ensure the correct use of register. 

• supply your own title. 

• remember to proofread and edit your work. 
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   [30] 
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QUESTION 6 SHORT TRANSACTIONAL PIECE: BLOG 
 
The positive feedback that you received on the article that you wrote for the youth magazine, 
has inspired you to start a blog about positive things that happen around you every day.  
 
Write a blog entry about something positive that you experienced in your 
neighbourhood recently. Supply your own title and subtitle that indicate the specific topic 
that you are writing about. 
 
When you write your blog, keep the following in mind 
 

• length 120–150 words (content only). 

• use the correct format. 

• consider your audience to ensure that you use the correct register. 

• remember to edit and proofread your work. 

• the blog must be written in paragraphs or use a combination of paragraphs and listing. 

• the blog must have a 'Comment' heading at the bottom of the page. 

• an illustration to enhance your blog is optional. 
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    [10] 
 

40 marks 

 
  Total: 100 marks  
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ADDITIONAL SPACE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. 

CLEARLY INDICATE AT THE QUESTION THAT YOU USED THE ADDITIONAL SPACE 

TO ENSURE THAT ALL ANSWERS ARE MARKED.  
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