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Answer ALL the questions in Section A and Section B. 
 
SECTION A  LITERATURE: The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 

Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson 
 
QUESTION 1 CONTEXTUAL QUESTIONS 
 
Study the extract below from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out of the Window 
and Disappeared before answering Questions 1.1 to 1.4. 
 

 

To dispel his bitter thoughts, the police chief had summoned the first of the two enemies of the 
state that were said to be waiting in the holding cell. He anticipated a short interrogation, a quick 
and discreet execution, and a traditional cremation of the corpse. Then lunch and in the 
afternoon he would probably have time for the other enemy of the state, too. 
 
Allan Karlsson had volunteered to be first. The police chief met him at the door of his office, shook 
hands, asked Mr Karlsson to have a seat, and offered him a cup of coffee and a cigarette. 
 
Though he had never met a murder boss before, Allan had assumed that they would be more 
unpleasant of manner than this murder boss seemed to be. And then he thanked him for the 
coffee and asked if it would be OK with Mr Prime Minister if he declined the cigarette. 
 

[Extract from: The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, Chapter 13] 
 
1.1 Give a brief account of the events that have led Allan to Iran where he now finds 

himself. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (3) 
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1.2 When Allan is summoned to the office of the police chief, the police chief is in a 
'dreadful mood'.  

 
Clearly explain the reason for the police chief's 'dreadful mood'.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   (4) 
 
1.3 How does the way in which the police chief starts his interrogations prove that he is 

a cold and cruel man? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    (2) 
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1.4 The way in which Allan interacts with the police chief and then plans his escape 
clearly shows that Allan uses his understanding of people and their weaknesses to 
get himself out of difficult situations. 

 
Discuss the validity of the above statement. You may refer to the novel as a whole 
to provide references to justify your response.  

 
Content – a mark out of 4 for relevant content linked to the question. 4 marks 

Language and style; appropriate register; good linkage, overall 
convincing voice. 2 marks 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   (6) 
    [15] 
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QUESTION 2 PARAGRAPH: PERSONAL RESPONSE 
 
Study the extract below before answering the question that follows. 
 

 

President de Gaulle started by inquiring as to Madame Ambassador's professional background. 
Amanda Einstein said that really she was rather a blockhead, that she had bribed her way to the 
position of governor of Bali and then bribed her way to re-election in two subsequent elections, 
that she had made pots of money for herself and her extended family for many years until the 
new President Suharto had, quite out of the blue, phoned and offered her the position of 
ambassador in Paris. 
 

[Extract from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, Chapter 23] 
 
 
Do you think that the author of the novel succeeds in exposing how bribery and corruption 
have infiltrated our society and governing systems on almost all levels?  
 
In a paragraph of about 180 words, share your thoughts on the above question. Base your 
response on Amanda Einstein, the country Indonesia and the island Bali. 
 
Remember: 
 
• The tone of your paragraph should be persuasive. 
• Although your answer must be a personal opinion, you have to clearly justify your point 

of view with references from the novel. 
• Provide an accurate word count at the end of your paragraph. 
 
Content – relevant content, well-reasoned statements and examples from 
the novel.  10 marks 

Language, style and register are appropriate; clear stance and overall 
convincing voice. 5 marks 
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QUESTION 3 DIALOGUE 
 
Imagine that you are Albert Einstein, Herbert Einstein's half-brother. You are attending 
Herbert's funeral where you have just met Allan Karlsson. You are curious to learn more 
about the brother you never really knew. 
 
In a dialogue of about 180 words (content only), write down the conversation between you 
and Allan in which you talk about the friendship between Allan and Herbert and what 
happened in Vladivostok. 
 
Remember: 
 
• Your writing should demonstrate that you understand the relationship between Allan and 

Herbert, that you know the facts of the novel and that you can use this information in a 
new and original way. 

• Make sure you use the correct style and format, including meaningful gestures in the 
present tense to make your dialogue come alive. 

• Provide an accurate word count.  
 
Content – a mark out of 7 for relevant and creative content linked to the 
question. 7 marks 

Dialogue format, occasional, meaningful gesture in present tense and 
conversational style. 3 marks 

 

 
  [The Guardian, 2021. Available at: <https://www.theguardian.com/ 
  science/2021/may/21/albert-einstein-letter-e-mc2-equation-in-his- 
  own-hand-sells-for-12m>] 
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QUESTION 4 ESSAY WITH GUIDELINES 
 
Study the extract from the novel, as well as the comment below, before answering the 
question. 
 

 

CENTENARIAN KIDNAPPED 
BY CRIMINAL GANG. 

HUNT ON TODAY FOR NOTORIOUS 
MASTER THIEF – POLICE 

 
 [Extract from The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who 
 Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared, 
 Chapter 8] 
 

 

Do not judge a person by his/her appearance. 
 

 
 
Allan Karlsson is 100 years old and is therefore often assumed to be harmless, clueless 
and the victim of criminals. But looks can be deceiving: he instigates several criminal acts 
such as theft, murder and bribery.  
 
Write an essay of about 250 words in which you discuss how Allan's appearance deceives 
Inspector Aronsson, Bolt and Bucket.   
 
Use the following guidelines to assist you: 
 
Paragraph 1: Use the stimuli to introduce the topic. 
Paragraph 2: Discuss the assumptions of Inspector Aronsson, regarding Allan Karlsson's 

involvement in the investigation.  
Paragraph 3: Discuss how Bolt misjudged Allan. 
Paragraph 4: Discuss how Bucket misjudged Allan. 
Paragraph 5: Draw the different aspects of the essay together and provide a general 

conclusion related to the topic. 
 
Please make sure that you: 
 
•  Provide a suitable title for your essay. 
• Use the stimuli (topic) and guidelines provided above. 
• Use relevant facts from and references to the novel to support your viewpoint. 
• Use clear, logically linked paragraphs, i.e., the correct essay format. 
• Provide an accurate word count between brackets at the end of your essay. 
 
Content – a mark out of 15 for relevant content for each of the paragraph 
topics provided. 15 marks 

Paragraph structure; suitable title; appropriate register; use of language 
conventions. 5 marks 
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    [20] 
 

60 marks 
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SECTION B  TRANSACTIONAL WRITING 
 
Both questions 5 and 6 are compulsory. 
 
QUESTION 5 LONGER TRANSACTIONAL PIECE: WRITTEN SPEECH 
 
When your parents agreed to let you have a pet of your own, you decided to adopt one from 
the local SPCA. During your visit to pick a pet, you were shocked by the large number of 
animals in need of a home. You have started to volunteer there and are now passionate 
about the plight of so many abandoned and/or abused animals. 
 
The local SPCA is planning a fundraiser and you have asked the principal if you could have 
the opportunity to address the learners of your school in this regard. 
 
Write a speech of 150–200 words in which you touch on: 
 
• the plight of abandoned and/or abused animals in your town/city; 
• the need for volunteers at the SPCA; 
• the financial need and the upcoming fundraiser; 
• a call to the learners at your school to become involved. 
 
When you write your speech, keep the following in mind: 
 
• Use the correct format: introduction, body, conclusion. 
• Consider who your audience will be, to ensure the correct use of register. 
• Remember to address your audience. 
• Remember to proofread and edit your work. 
 
 
 

 
 [Sedibeng Ster, 2019. Available at: <https://sedibengster.com/21707/ 
 volunteers-come-wrap-gifts-aid-spca/>] 
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QUESTION 6 SHORT TRANSACTIONAL PIECE: SOCIAL MEDIA COMMENTARY 
 
The following was tweeted by Good Things Guy: 
 

 
 
The public responded to this tweet as follows: 
 

 
* Please note that these comments were taken directly from the newsfeed and have not 
been edited.  
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You decide to tweet a comment of your own to thank our firefighters, policemen and 
paramedics who often serve our communities under very challenging conditions. 
 
Write a comment of 100–120 words in which you express your gratitude towards them. 
 
Remember the following: 
• Use the correct language, style and register. 
• Creativity will be awarded. 
 
Twitter greatly values and respects their users' right to expression but will remove any 
comments that are a violation of human rights. 
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    [10] 
 

40 marks 

 
    Total: 100 marks  
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ADDITIONAL SPACE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS. 

CLEARLY INDICATE AT THE QUESTION THAT YOU USED THE ADDITIONAL SPACE 
TO ENSURE THAT ALL ANSWERS ARE MARKED.  
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